70 / Losing Generations: Adolescents in High-Risk Settings
TABLE 4-4   Social Problems/ by Census Bureau Region, 1970-1980
Census Region
Social Problem
United States
Northeast   Midwest      South      West
Population receiving public assistance (percent)
1975                                  7.1               7.7               6.4               7.1            7.4
1980                                  6.5               7.4               6.0               6.0            6.7
Change                           -0.6            -0.3            -0.4             -1.1         -0.7
Female-headed families (percent)
1970                                10.8             11.8               9.3             11.6          10.3
1980                                14.3             16.1             13.0             14.6          13.6
Change                             3.5               4.3               3.7               3.0            3.3
Population with less
than 4 years of high
school (percent)
1970                               47.7             47.1             46.3             54.9          37.7
1980                               33.5             32.9             32.0             39.8          24.5
Change                         -14.2           -14.2           -14.3           -15.1        -12.2
Families below poverty level (percent)
1969                                10.7               7.6               8.3             16.2            8.9
1979                                 9.6               8.7               8.0             11.9            8.5
Change                           -1.1               1.1            -0.3            -4.3         -0.4
Murder rate (per 1,000)					
1970-1971	8.2	6.3	6.8	11.7	6.7
1980-1981	10.0	8.1	7.6	12.8	10.8
Change	1.9	1.8	0.9	1.1	4.1
SOURCE:  Data compiled by Mayer (1991).
ond-highest increase in the murder rate. The South, in contrast, had the greatest decreases in public assistance recipients and poverty rates, the smallest increase in female-headed families, the greatest increase in high school graduates, and the second-smallest increase in murder rates. Although analyses of 1980-1990 data have not yet been done, there is no general evidence to suggest that these regional differences would have changed.
There are multiple factors that contribute to, and maintain, poverty concentration and racial stratification. Public policy in the last two decades has not strongly aided urban areas, but there